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Consumers
urged to tackle
e-waste issue
People are being
asked to take
responsibility for
disposal, writes
Iain Gillespie. Above: Planet Ark ambassador

Layne Beachley with a Cartridges 4
Planet Ark recycling bin.
Left: e-waste has been identified as
the fastest-growing form of waste in
the nation.

G
etting people to think of
electronic devices such
as mobile phones and
iPads as dangerous

things they are safeguarding on be-
half of a fragile planet requires a
major mind shift – but it’s one en-
vironmental organisations like
Planet Ark hope consumers are
willing to make.

The idea is part of a worldwide
recycling movement called stew-
ardship, and the good news is it’s
increasingly being adopted by the
makers of electronic products that
would otherwise end up contamin-
ating Australian landfills with pois-
onous e-waste.

Stewardship programs have
seen the manufacturers of printer

cartridges, televisions, computers
and mobile phones pay for national
schemes that make free and con-
venient recycling services avail-
able to all Australian consumers.

A similar stewardship system is
being established for paint, and
discussions are under way with
battery manufacturers to finance a
recycling scheme.

Planet Ark’s head of campaigns,
Brad Gray, says e-waste has been
identified as the fastest-growing
waste in the nation, rising at about
three times the rate of any other
waste. And people may not realise
how toxic it is to the environment.

“These stewardship programs
all depend on the end user getting
involved as well,” he says. “People
need to take responsibility for their
ownership and dispose of electron-
ic products in a responsible way.”

University and government
studies have found that when
e-waste is sent to landfill, poison-
ous substances can leach from de-
composing waste, seep into

groundwater, contaminate the soil
and enter the food chain.

At the same time, recycling
e-waste can recover scarce and
valuable materials such as gold, sil-
ver and platinum that would other-
wise have to be mined.

Rose Read is recycling manager
for MobileMuster, an initiative of
the Australian Mobile Telecommu-
nications Association that has es-
tablished 4000 drop-off points
around the nation.

“It’s a unique program because
both the manufacturers and the
carriers work together to ensure
old mobile phones don’t end up in
landfill,” she says. “There are 22.5
million unused mobile phones
stored in cupboards and drawers
in Australia – nearly one for every
person. The challenge now is how
do we break consumers hoarding
habits and close the gap between
use and recycling.”

Dr Helen Lewis, CEO of the Aus-

tralian Battery Recycling Initiat-
ive, says discussions are under way
at a national level to introduce an
industry-funded recycling pro-
gram for batteries. “If the willing-
ness isn’t there, we will be pushing
for regulation,” she says.

Meanwhile, Aldi supermarkets
offer a free battery recycling ser-
vice at all stores. Other recycling
drop-off points can be found at
mobilemuster.com.au and
recyclingnearyou.com.au
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It all ends
with a
file fling

Yesterday’s documents, tomorrow’s paper: recycling can be fun.

GET ready for a fling, a Friday File
Fling that is.

On November 13 Planet Ark is
encouraging businesses to set
aside a few hours for staff to search
high and low and fling any paper
that is no longer needed into the
recycling.

“It is about getting office paper
out of drawers and filing cabinets,
where it will never be used, and
back into circulation,” says Planet
Ark’s head of campaigns Brad Gray.

“You can turn good-quality office
paper back into good-quality office
paper but you need it to be in the
system to do that.”

Friday November 13 is the cul-
mination of recycling week.

“We’re encouraging people to
have a bit of a black Friday theme,”
Gray says. “Green programs can
sometimes be a bit earnest and this
makes recycling fun.

‘‘There’s a social element to it –
you wander around the office with
your piles of paper and say ‘do you
remember that?’ ”

There is also a serious side to the
program as recycling paper rather
than using raw materials saves wa-
ter and energy and also reduces the
storage costs of businesses.

One large Australian company
last year involved 2500 staff in the
Friday File Fling. They recycled
nine tonnes of paper.

In the paper loop
AT the Australian Paper plant
in Victoria’s Maryvale, recyc-
ling is becoming the new norm.

Its $90 million recycled-
paper mill has begun processing
80,000 tonnes of waste paper a
year, turning it into 50,000
tonnes of pulp that will eventu-
ally become printing paper,
copy paper and envelopes.

The head of campaigns at
Planet Ark, Brad Gray, says the
addition of a de-inking facility at
the plant means it can now pro-
duce high-grade recycled office
paper, an Australian first.

“What that means is an Aus-
tralian office could put their pa-
per into a recycling bin, it goes
off to Maryvale and gets pro-
duced into Reflex 50 or 100 per
cent recycled paper and they’re
actually buying back their own

waste,” Gray says. ‘‘A lot of or-
ganisations do the right thing in
terms of buying recycled office
paper but they’re buying it from
Austria or Indonesia rather
than from Australia. If you’re
not buying [local] recycled of-
fice paper back, you’re only do-
ing half the job.’’

Craig Dunn, national man-
ager of sustainability for Aus-
tralian Paper, says the plant,
about 160 kilometres east of
Melbourne, supports more than
250 jobs.

“People should be seeking out
recycled paper if they really
want to close the recycling
loop,” Dunn says. “And we’re
really calling for people to look
for the Australian Made symbol
when they’re buying recycled
copy paper.”


