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Our Vision
ABRI’s vision is to achieve battery stewardship in 
Australia by:

 ¿ Taking a life cycle approach to protecting the 
environment,

 ¿ Battery and resource recovery, and
 ¿ Advocating for community safety.

The rapidly expanding role of batteries
There is little doubt that batteries have become 
an integral and ever expanding part of all our 
lives.   A recent report.  A recent report prepared 
for the Department of Environment projected we 
will be generating 20% more waste lithium ion 
batteries each year.  

With this expansion comes an array of new issues 
relating to community safety and awareness, 
provision of infrastructure, establishment of 
standards and guidance, the need for research 
and development, government regulation 
and harnessing opportunities for economic 
development, to name a few!

Be part of the solution
ABRI members are actively involved at the 
forefront of developments in industry and 
government to address this rapid expansion 
and ensure that solutions to battery stewardship 
are practical and far reaching.  Together, we 
influence policy, participate in research, and 
facilitate trials to ensure that battery handling and 
recovery options are safe, efficient and business 
friendly.

Battery stewardship opportunities
In Australia, we do very well at recovering used 
lead acid batteries, which has a recycling rate 
of above 80%.  However, we are far behind 
other OECD countries in ensuring batteries used 
in hand-held devices are responsibly recovered 
and recycled.  Only 4% of batteries in hand-held 
devices are recycled annually in Australia.   

Batteries contain valuable metals that can be 
recovered; they can also be a potential hazard for 
children and a pollutant in landfills and alternative 
waste facilities if not handled responsibly. 

In order to achieve battery stewardship in Australia, 
it is important we create for solutions at each 
stage of the battery life cycle.  Players at 
each of these stages have a part to 
play in improving battery 
stewardship and 
end-of-life 
recovery.

Adapted from Florin, N. et al, PV Systems Stewardship Workshop: 
Stakeholder Workshop Synthesis (Prepared by UTS Institute for Sustainable 
Futures for QLD Department of Environment & Heritage Protection: 2016).

Our members
ABRI members represent the spectrum of players 
in the battery life-cycle, including manufacturers, 
importers, energy storage providers, retailers, 
recyclers, government agencies, and non-
profit organizations.  Our diverse membership is 
our strength in that it provides us with a broad 
perspective on the challenges and opportunities 
facing battery stewardship in Australia.
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BENEFITS OF MEMBERSHIP

Access to research & market knowledge
Benefit from our efforts to expand the infrastructure 
for collection and recycling of all batteries, 
including automotive, industrial, general household 
and specialist batteries. 

We are a partner, with Sustainability Victoria, 
in the Batteryback collection and recycling 
trial in Victoria. This research and other trials will 
provide ABRI members with data to inform the 
development of their own programs.

Help to develop and promote safe and 
environmentally responsible management of 
batteries at end of life.

Collaborate and network
ABRI provides an opportunity for members to 
collaborate on recovery and recycling initiatives 
and to collectively achieve effective battery 
stewardship.  Sharing the cost of initiatives amongst 
participants offers lower costs to acquire valuable 
data, experience and knowledge and reduces the 
risks associated with stand-alone initiatives.

Increase your visibility
ABRI actively promotes our members on our 
website and in response to questions from potential 
customers and interested parties.    We ask that 
you let us know what your interests are so that we 
can ensure that you are well placed to provide 
input to policy and relevant topics of discussion.

Stay in touch with the latest developments
ABRI is pursuing innovative solutions to battery 
stewardship, including packaging options, best 
practice guidelines, and analysis of emerging 
sectors such as energy storage.  

As an ABRI member you will have access to the 
latest initiatives, research & innovations.

We are also in regular communication 
with government agencies to ensure they are 
aware of the implications of 
regulations and policy agendas.  

Our goal is to be transparent about the 
implications of government decisions 
and programs for industry and for 
improving battery stewardship in 
Australia.

About us 
ABRI is a not-for-profit association established 
in 2008 to promote responsible environmental 
management of all batteries.   ABRI’s strategic 
objectives are to:

 ¿ Contribute to the development of a 
national voluntary stewardship scheme for 
battery recovery

 ¿ Establish recycling solutions for batteries 
used in hand-held devices

 ¿ Ensure that the emerging energy storage 
industry has a battery stewardship program 

 ¿ Ensure that the emerging electric vehicle 
industry has a battery stewardship program 

 ¿ Support Used Lead Acid Battery recyclers 
to achieve ongoing successful recovery 
rates

 ¿ Facilitate development of effective hand-
held batteries packaging guidelines for 
domestic and international markets

Working groups
ABRI facilitates a number of industry working 
groups designed to ensure that ABRI is at the 
forefront of industry developments and can 
contribute to emerging industry needs, changes, 
and best practices.  Current working groups 
include:   

 ¿ Big Battery Working Group (ULABs)

 ¿ Hand-held Battery Working Group

 ¿ Energy Storage Working Group

ABRI also represents our members on external 
working groups such as the Industry Working 
Group (IWG).  The IWG is charged with setting up 
a Voluntary Stewardship Scheme for Hand-held 
Batteries with an initial focus on rechargeable 
batteries.

These working groups provide an essential vehicle 
for being informed about emerging issues and 
provide ABRI members with a industry voice to 
place emphasis where it is most needed. 



You will be in good company
ABRI members include:

 ¿ AGL New Energy

 ¿ Australia Post

 ¿ Australian & New Zealand Recycling Platform

 ¿ Australian Mobile Telecommunications Ass.

 ¿ Battery World 

 ¿ Canon Australia 

 ¿ Century Yuasa Batteries (BatteryWorld)

 ¿ City of Sydney

 ¿ Close the Loop

 ¿ Club Assist

 ¿ CSIRO

 ¿ Department of Environment & Heritage Protection

 ¿ DG Air Freight 

 ¿ Dodd & Dodd

 ¿ Envirosteam

 ¿ Exide Batteries

 ¿ GNB Industrial Power

 ¿ Lex Enviro Services

 ¿ Lithium Australia

 ¿ Infoactiv Australia

 ¿ Macintype Design 

 ¿ Marshall Power Australia

 ¿ MRI (Aust) 

 ¿ NSW Environment Protection Authority

 ¿ Ocean Batteries Australia

 ¿ PF Metals

 ¿ Planet Ark Environmental Foundation

 ¿ Powercell

 ¿ R&J Batteries

 ¿ Samsung

 ¿ Sims Recycling Solutions

 ¿ Solax Power Australia

 ¿ Sunverge

 ¿ Supercharge Batteries

 ¿ Sustainability Victoria

 ¿ TES-AMM Australia

 ¿ Watts Batteries

 ¿ Western Australia Local Government Association

 ¿ Zero Waste SA

Join us!

Membership categories
To be eligible for membership an organisation must 
meet the following criteria.

Corporate members
We have 4 categories of corporate membership 
based on  size and turnover.  Corporate members 
must be involved in one or more aspects of the 
business of battery manufacture distribution and 
sale, collection and recycling of end of use and end 
of life batteries or waste management of battery 
components.

Affiliate members (non-voting)
Affiliate members are engaged or interested in the 
activities of ABRI, it meets such criteria as a general 
meeting of ABRI may from time to time determine 
and a general meeting resolves to invite it to 
become a member.  

For more information
Contact the Australian Battery Recycling 
Initiative

Email: secretariat@batteryrecycling.org.au

www.batteryrecycling.org.au


